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AURORA, IL - A NEW RESIDENTIAL public school

for the gifted, the

third of its kind in the country, opened its doors one year ahead
of schedule on September 7, 1986.

The Illinois Mathematics and

Science Academy, located in Aurora, welcomed its first class of
210 students*

The concept of a math/science school was Inspired

by Bronx High School and similar schools in North Carolina and
Louisiana.
The modern 93-acre facility, which has been vacant for the past
two years because of declining enrollments, is situated near the
Illinois "High-Tech" Corridor.

Students will have access to

scientists, educators and engineers at Fermi lab, Argonne National
Laboratory, AT&T Bell Laboratory, Amoco Research Center, Nalco, to
name a few.

In addition to the professional

tutors and mentors available,

students will have access to the University of Illinois Cray
Supercomputer, and a completely merged computer

library center.

The Furnas Corporation of Batavla, Illinois (among the first
corporations to make a private contribution to the Academy)
donated $300,000 for the planning, design and implementation of
the information resource center.

The center will combine books.

"A Pioneering Educational

Community'

databases, laser disks, computers and other materials for
and discovery.

learning

Only a handful of universities across the country

are attempting to establish a similar system.
only secondary school

IMSA will be the

in the country with such a system where both

students and faculty can access all kinds of electronic
information.
courseware.

IMSA will also serve as a testing ground for new
System information will be made available to other

schools as wel1.

"The opening marks the beginning of a bold new venture in
education," says Dr, Stephanie Marshall, Director of the Academy.
"Everyone involved in this exciting school, from the Governor and
the legislature, to our staff and students, is a pioneer."

"Our first commitment

is to our students to provide an

unparalleled academic program.

Our next commitment

educational, scientific and business communities.
pledge our resources for educational

is to the
To them we

exploration and innovation."

The students were selected from a pool of over 700 applicants who
responded to the school

in April.

The incoming class was first

screened by a committee of 30 professionals representing
education, business, science and minority organizations. "We
expect our students will place into the sophomore college level,"
says Marshal 1.

"If we do things right, it is bound to happen that among our
graduates there will be those few who will significantly

Influence

life on our planet," says Dr. Leon Lederman, Director of Fermi lab
and a member of the Board of Trustees.

"IMSA will treat each

student as if he or she is capable of this extraordinary
achievement."
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